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Synopsis

This revised and enlarged edition of a classic in Old Testament scholarship reflects the most
up-to-date research on the prophetic books and offers substantially expanded discussions of

important new insight on Isaiah and the other prophets.
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Customer Reviews

Blenkinsopp’s book is a classical introduction to the prophetic books of the Old Testament. This
revised and enlarged edition keeps available an important work on the prophets of the Hebrew
Bible. He leans heavily upon source analysis, especially P and D/Dtr, for his understanding of the
development of the prophets. For Blenkinsopp critical scholarship is "unanimous" about the late
authorship and collection of Deuteronomy, 116. There is less emphasis in the book on the original
prophet or logia and more on what is from the Deuteronomic editors. Blenkinsopp still sees the
prophets as real historical figures although well hidden by a later developed literature. The location
of any unit as from the original prophet is then a product of scholarly argumentation.The first chapter
provides a brief summary of the prophet in Israel, including a brief history of criticism, analysis of
terminology and the role of the prophet. Discussion is informed by recent developments in social
science criticism but little emphasis is given to the ancient Near Eastern data. The book then
develops the phenomenon of prophecy with reference to historical developments in Israel.
Blenkinsopp, like many modern biblical critics, is skeptical of Israel’s history before the monarchy

yet he sees hints of a prophetic tradition before the monarchy in narratives about people like



Deborah or Miriam. The true beginning, however, is with Samuel and the rise of the monarchy as
shaped by the Deuteronomists.The books is quite thorough in covering each prophetic book and

provides extensive bibliographies (updated a little from1983) at the beginning of each unit.
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